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Sign language is an extremely valuable tool for hearing children as they learn to 

read. Studies have shown that children who are taught sign language as a part 

of their reading instruction score higher on standardized reading tests.1 Stud-

ies have also shown that babies who learned and used signs scored an average 

of 12 points higher on IQ tests than their non-signing peers, when tested after 

second grade. 2

One  of the most basic literacy 

skills is the ability to recognize 

letters. Children can learn to 

sign the alphabet as they learn 

their letters. In addition to the 

signed alphabet, an American 

Sign Language (ASL) word can 

then be associated with each 

letter. This becomes a tool that 

can be used by the child at 

home, school or on the go. In 

turn, this tool increases their 

memory and retention of the 

alphabet, its sounds and word 

associations. 

Perhaps the greatest benefit 

of including Signing Time in 

a child’s literacy education, is 

the amount of explicit vocabu-

lary instruction included within 

the program. Every Signing 

Time product includes several 

representations of each word. 

These include the signed word, 

written word, spoken word, 

photographs, illustrations, and 

video. The vocabulary is also 

reinforced through song on the 

DVDs and CDs.  

One of the main reasons Sign-

ing Time is effective in support-

ing literacy is because it is fun 

for the child. 

A child watching a Signing 

Time DVD enjoys the singing 

and signing so much that they 

are unaware that they are learn-

ing! 

HOW SIGNING TIME!® 

CAN HELP

AS A PARENT: Watch Signing 

Time DVDs together as part of 

your daily routine. Encourage 

family members and friends to 

learn and use basic ASL signs 

with your child so that signing 

becomes a part of your every-

day life. 

Take a class from a local Sign-

ing Time Academy Instruc-

tor. Classes provide valuable 

face-to-face interaction with 

a knowledgeable and trained 

instructor. It is also a wonderful 

bonding time between par-

ent and child. Networking with 

other parents and children who 

have a desire to learn ASL is 

equally beneficial. Visit  

www.signingtimeacademy.com 

to find a class today.

ENHANCE LITERACY INSTRUCTION  
USING SIGNING TIME® 

Through Signing 
Time, children 

see the word, hear 
the word, say the 

word, and feel the 
word, creating a 

multi-sensory 
experience for 

each child!
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AS AN EDUCATOR: Incor-

porate sign language into your 

daily classroom routine. Use the 

Signing Time Classroom Edi-

tion to teach yourself and your 

students ASL signs. There are 

original songs, poems, games 

and activities to help teach and 

reinforce new signs.

Teach the ASL alphabet to your 

students so they can sign each 

letter. Watch the Signing Time 

DVDs ABC Signs and Practice 

Time ABCs with your students to 

help with this process.

Play the CDs, sing the songs, 

read the board books and 

practice with the flash cards. 

All of these valuable tools help 

enhance your students’ literacy 

and learning.

AS A LIBRARIAN: Have DVDs 

and CDs available for library pa-

trons to check out. Incorporate 

sign language vocabulary into 

stories read aloud during story 

time.

 

USING SIGNING TIME!® 
TO ENHANCE LITERACY  
 
Signing Time fits seamlessly into 

any type of educational program 

and can support and enhance a 

child’s learning experience. For 

suggestions on how to incorpo-

rate Signing Time into a child’s 

literacy program, a lesson plan, 

as well as valuable tips on teach-

ing and using signs everyday, 

see the complete literacy guide 

at www.SigningTime.com/Early-

Literacy 

 

SUCCESS STORIES 

Viewers of NBC’s Today Show 

watched in awe as 17-month-old 

Elizabeth Barrett read to them.  

Elizabeth’s parents attribute her 

early reading in part to Signing 

Time. Elizabeth started reading 

shortly after her first birthday, 

while most children do not learn 

to read until they are four to six 

years old. 

According to the Today Show, 

“Katy Barrett and her husband, 

Michael, are speech patholo-

gists, and when Elizabeth was 

born they started teaching her 

sign language along with spo-

ken language. They read to her 

often, and her favorite televi-

sion program — the only one her 

parents let her watch — was a 

PBS show called ‘Signing Time,’ 

which teaches kids sign lan-

guage.” 

Thousands of parents like the 

Barretts are seeing that chil-

dren can accelerate their lan-

guage and reading development 

through the unique blend of sign 

language, written word, song 

and video modeling used in 

Signing Time.

Watch an interview with Katy 

and Elizabeth Barrett at www.

signingtime.com/baby-learns-

to-read/
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